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You've been tasked to shed light on a list of business questions. You are cognizant 

of the fact that the quality of your insights and, as a result, your 

recommendations depends directly on the databases you analyze, which brings 

you to the following:  

 

1. What data sources to use?  

2. Which one is the best for the question at hand?  

3. What are the material criteria when comparing databases for a specific 

question?  

4. Is my question best answered by using a single database or by combining 2 

or 3 or more databases? Accuracy vs. Costs?  

5. How good of an answer should I expect to get at the end of the day?  

 

If this sounds familiar, you are not alone. As a matter of fact, I've been putting a 

lot of thought into this and, recently, I gave a talk on the subject. It was for CBI in 

Philadelphia. I titled the presentation "Identify and Leverage Must-Have Data 

Sources to Deliver Outstanding Analysis Results" and, yes, the talk was very well 

received.  

 

If you'd like to receive a copy of the talk, I'll gladly send you one. And please, 

share your comments in return. I would love to hear from you. 
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